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Present Usea:

Statement of
Significance:

Memorial Presbyterian Church,
Sanctuary and Flagler family tomb.

The Momorial Presbyterian Church was donated in
1890 to the St. Augustine First Presbyterian Church
by Henry M. Flagler as a memorial to his recently
deceazed daughter. Flagler, a millionsire philan-
thropist who originally made a fortune as a business
colleggue of John D. Rockefeller in Standard 011,
was almost single-handedly regponsible for the late
19th~century development of the ‘West Florida Coast
as a fashionable resort area. The son of a
Presbyterian minister, he was particularly concerned
with that church in the first of his Florida reszort
ventures--5t. Augustine. He therefore donated this
. structure, the land, and the. former parsonage (also
puilt at the same time as the church) to the First
Presbyterian Church Congregation, in return for
their former properties at the corner of Si. George
and Hypolita Streets, upon which Flagler had the
Municipal Building built (1890) for the city.

PART I, HISTORICAL INFORMATTON

A. Phys

1.

ical History

Original and subsequent owners: Memorial Presbytevian

Church--1890 to present.

2. Date of erection: 188%-1890,

3. architecis: Carrbre and Hastinge, 3 Bowling Green, New

York. (John Carrdre, 1858-1911; Thomas Hasitings, i860-

1929),

4. Builders: MeQuilre and McDenald (by this date "Flaglorls

lofficial! buiiders™),

5. Notes on original plan and construction of building:

Zasentially few alterations or additions have been made
to the church since it was constructed from the desipgns

of Carrere and Hastings. Over 24 heliograph prints of
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the OV1g1na1 archltertu‘ drawings and several rough arcbl— Hl-
tectas' sketehes for the church and parsonage are still

(March, 1965) in the possession of the chureh, Photo-

copies of several of thess have been reproduced for the
Historie American Buildings Survey and are a gift of the
Memorial Presbyterian Church; these are ineluded in this
"Photo-Data® book and the "Photo-Data" book for the Memorial
Pregbyterian Chureh Parsonage, HABS No. FLi-172. The
following 1list with brief descriptions indicates the most
important of the architects' drawings for the church:

(1) nside Elevation (Wesb).!
Heliograph with partial colored wash on linen-backed
paper, (3! x A’)
Scale: 1/4"=1t-0O"
"Carrére and Hastings, Arch'is,
o 3 Bowling Grchn, . Y."
(2) Pransverse Section Looking South.*
Heliograph with partial colored wash cn linen-
backed paper {(1'-10 1/2"x2¥-11")
Scale:; 1/47=1'-0¢ '
"Carrére and Hastings, Arch'tis,
3 Bowling (reen, N, Y.

(3} "pPlan of Dome over Pendentives,!
Heliogranh with partial colored wash on linen-
backed paper (L!-9" x 1v-7 1/2%)
Seale: 14" = 1t-QM
Stamped with office seal of Carrere and Hastings

(4} "North #leveiion.’
Heliograph with partial colored wash on linen-—
backed papsr (2'-11" x 21-97)
Jcale: 174" = 11OV
“Carrbre and Hastings, archlta.
3 Bowling Green, N, Y.

(5) "Ground Plan."
HﬁlsongDn with partial colored wash on linene -
hacked peper (41-10 x 21-301)
Scale: L/LM - 11-00
“Oarrére & Hastings, arehtt.!

(6) "Front Tlevation."
Heliograph with partial colored wash on linen-
backed paper (2'-10 1/2% x 3'-3 1./2%)
Sealea: i/ 4' = L1-0On
"Garrdre & Hastings, 4drch'tsd

(7) "rransvarss Seetion, !
Ink line on quality ‘tracing paper (1'-6" x 2'-51)
Seale: l/} " e 10N



®

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

< MEMORT AL PHJBBXTLRLLIV CHURCH
CHABS No Fm- wo (Paga 3)

¥bﬁaﬁ
_ TFELAC
"Presbyterian Church - St, dugustine, Fla,, ' 55 5AUC
Carrére & Hastings, Architects, ' Qlw

Traced by: F. 4, Hollingsworth - Architect

8%, sugustine--Fla."

"Longitudinal Sﬂctlon.“
Ink line on quality tracing nanwr (21 1M x 4T 3“)
Seale: 174" =z 1'-07,

"Zlevation and plan of Conper Dome,”
Heliograph on Linen-backed paper (27-1/4% x 27-6")
"Carrhre & Hastings, Areh'tgh

"One Half Diagonal of Dome showing pendentives and
Stalrcase 1o Gallery and Dome."
Heliograph with partial colored wash on linen-backed
paper (2'-2 L/4n x 1'-8 1/2%)
Scale: 1/4" = 1t-Of

tamped with office seal of Carrdre & Hastings

"'ransverge Section. !

Hellograph with partial colored wash on linen-
bhaeked D&DOT (11-11% x 21.649)

Scale: 4n = 1V-0n

"Carrdre & Hastings, drch'ts”

"Longitudinal Section."

Heliograph with partial colored wash on Linen-buacked
paper (271-11M x 4!'-5")

Scale: 1/4Mz11-0"

"Carrdre and Hastings, .archits!

"Gromd Plan, !

Heliograph on paper {poor condition)
(31u11n i 21_11n)

Seale: L/4" = 1'-00

"Carrdre & Hastings, Arch'ts!

Detail of Concrete Bracked.

Pencil on paper (2'-7" x 31-4")

Puli seale

No gignature; appears not to bte work of architects'
office, bubt rather local working drawing.

Details of Door wnd Gutes,

Penc l with partial colored wash on vaper (4'-00
2 gn)

uCal PoZS4m = 110

Carrdre & Hastings, Arch'hs"

"Ground Plan of Foundations.” :
Ink and blue wash on linen. (approximately 3'-7¢-
x 2'-7 1/2"%)

Scale: 1/ 4n=11-0M
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(17) "Plan and Section of Copper Dome." SE-5AUE
- Ink on 1men (316 1/2" % 2'-0") L H~

'Sca‘_e. 1 /00 = 310w
No indication cf a.rch_lt_ects or draftsmen.

(18) "Plan of Mosaic,"
. Heliograph on paper (2'-4 3/4" x 3'-0")
Scale: 1/4" = l’~0“
Stamped with office seal of Carrere and. HdS tings

(19) ¥Floor Plan, showing pew arrangement in main
- portion of church"
Ink on linen {2'-9" x 1'-8")
Title block: '"Presbyterian Church - St. Augustine,
Florida; Carrére & Hast tings - Architeets s 3 Bolding:
[sic] Green, N. Y.; traced by: F. a4, Hollingsworth-
Arehitect - St, Avgustine, Fla.t

(The drawings call for the use of mass concrete, terra cotta
and brick. These materials were also used In Flagler's other
8t. Augustine building ventures designed by Carrdre and Hastings.
For an account of the building technigues developed for the
construction of these buildings see the Historie smerican
_ Buildings Survey ohoto-data bock for the Ponce De Leon Hotel;
._ o ' St. Augustine, Florids, HABS No. PLi-173).

It is interesting to note that the '"bell in the east btower
and the five coquina pillars surrounding the church are
rolics from the 0ld Firvst Chureh® (as this Presbyterian
congregation was lmown unbtil 1890 when the name was changed

to "Memorial PI‘QSDJEJ@I']_QH Church in kopeping with its char-
scter as a gift in remembrance of Henry Morrison Flaglerly
daughter, Jennie Louise Benedict)}. The First Church was
built between 1826 and 1830 on South 3%, Georgs Sirest across
Trom the present Lyceum 3uilding.,

"The windows of Memorial ! hufch were carefully planned

by the Rev. John N, MacGonigle, then [18%0] pastor of
the chureh, and Dr. Andrew Anf;umon, who was Pregident of the
Board of Trusiees. They worked in closce co-operation with

the artist ¥y, T. Se hladr':‘mundt » of New Yorl, who was come
migsioned to Purnish the sketches. Those three men consulted
the architects, Hessrs. Carrére and Hastings., . ., , The
Apostles! Creed was chosen for the subjcet. . ., & color
scheme of the ten high, narrow windows which would kesp the
intericor of ths church in @ single color ione was decided
upon.  The two broader windows and the rose window wers
treatsd independently.

. LI ) . & L] I I L. L] . & . . . . L ) L)

. "Mhe rose window in tho Zust end with the sunburst in

£

the background ic the symbol of God the Father Almighty



" MEMORTAL Pmsm%mx CHURCE{
HABS No.: FLa-170. (Page 5)

from the scene of 'The Boy Christ in the Tbmpu,! by ﬂof_i_‘_z_nan '

L L T T T O L T T T S S S GO S S S

MThe windows were made by the Decorative (lass Company, New-
York., Mr. Schladermundt {[the artist, has some] of his work. . .
in the Library of Congress in Washington, D. ¢." (all quota-
tions are from the breochurs published by the Memorial
Presbyterian Church Society, The Flagler Story and M@moria}
Church; there is no pagination). :

6. Hotes on knowm alterations and additions: Two additions =
or changes of note are mentioned in The Flagler Story
and Memorial Church: "Dr. andrew H., anderson, a close
personal friend of Mr, Flagler and for many years &
trustee of the church . . + in the 1920's . . . engaged
acoustical engineers at his own expense to corvect the
bad acoustical gualities of the building.

. 3 . . = v . « . . . - » . * = . . . . . . . L T S ) . -

"In 1928 the Roogevelt Organ was x'ebu;lt and & solo organ
added, . 7

Historical Events and Persons Associated with Buiiding:

"fhen Flugler returned to 5i. .ugustine {after his daugh-
ter's death near Charleston, S. C. in March 1889], the city
he had fostered was cxperiencing such growth that the 1little
First Presbyterian Church was seeking to expand its facilities,
This gave Mr., Flagler opportunity io offer a new church edi-
fice as a memorial to Jennie Loulse, The officers of the
church agreed, and. as always with Flagler, plans were set
in motion at once,

hd . . o+ % . « # L] . LI = = & . LI L] . . . . . . . 3

"Wemorial Church was dedicated with solemn and auspicious
ceremonies on March 16th, 1890, St. Augustine was at the
height of ancther gala season; visitors had watched the
chmreh in process of bullding, and the day of dedication
was eagerly awalted. Mr. Flagler had made elaborate plans
Tor the opening service; he brought his old friend and pagtor,
Dr, John R. Paxion, of West Presbyterian Church of New York
City, his famous cholr, and organist by special train for
the oceasion, Ssveral other distingulished ministers from
distant cities were present and took part in the soveral
services of the duy,

* . . LI S | . 4+ & . . » . . « . 4 . s . L) . . . = s .

"The church was crowded t6 the doows with poonle of all
stations and walks of life, among them such distinguished
pergons as Mrs, Benjamin Harrison, 'First Lady' of the lund,
Vice- President and Mrs. Levi P. Morton, and members of the
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of the Wanamsker Family of Phll&d@iph&& (The Flaﬂler Storv'fs'EﬁJf
and Memordal Church) . . 4 -

R Sources of Information:

1. -Primaryf Memorial Preebyterian Church, St. Augustine,
Florida. Collection of heliograph prints of architects'
drawings and sketches dating in genérsl from the late
1880's, ' :

2. Seaondary: Memorial Pregbylterian Church Society.
The Flagler Story and Memorial Church, 1949. Tenth
printing, 1963. St. augustine, Florida: Memorial
Presbyterian Church Sceciety, 1949.

D, Likely Scurces Not Yei Investigated: Locual newspuper accounts
contemporary with construction, '
Session Minutes and Board of Trustees' Minutes of the Memorial
Presbyterian Church.

Prepared by John (. Poppeliers, rchitectural
Historian -~
National Park Service
October 1965

PART IT. ARCHITECTUR:I INFORMATION

A. Ceneral Statement

1. Architectural character: The architecbural style of

the Memorial Presbyterian Church is actually an ecleectic
compogition of Romanecsque, Byzantine, and Italian Renais-
sance motifs which seem consciously to combine to evoke
2 Spanish "manner,’' The interior presenis a more ro-
struined classical Denaissance appearsnce, The real
architeciural importsnce of the Memorial Church--zlong
with that of the other 3b. ifugustine structures designed
by Carrkre and Hastings for Henry . Flagler--is that i
ig amongz the firgl large-seuls examples of muss conere
consbruction gines Romun times., OF perticular interes
g the facel $hut, although Lhese Dulldings were elabor

L

W

iL) e
decorated, the conerebe surfaces were lelt unfinished and
s

a0
how the outline ocnd graining of Their wooden forms.

2 Condition of feanyic: The church hac slwaiye been well-
maintained, «nd & serice of minor widitions and alteora-
tiong have not chunged the architectural character of
the church itself. The parsonage in back of the church,
which is of the same constiruciion and forms un integral
part of ﬁhe complesx, has had major interior alterations
and o large wing added to the west, See HABS documentation
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under title of: Memordiul Presbyterian Church Pursonage, Nf=
HaBS Ho. FLA-172. ' . ' B

B. Description of Exterior
1. HNumber of gtories: On= story With-high lantern and dome..

2. Over-all dimensions: 170'-10" (N-S) x upproximately 111'- - -
1” (E"‘:s:":() o S

3. lLayout--ghape: Iatin Cross (with major axis N-S) with eircular
Flagler Fapily Tomb projecting from the west side of the
narthex. o

4. Foundationg: Hass concrete

5. Wall construction, finish: Mass conerete, left unfinished,
with decorative detsils in brieck and term cobia.

The following descriptive account is teken from the Memerial Presbyterian

Church Society's brochure, The Flasley Story. and Memorial Church:

.o . bullt dn the form of a Latin cross, its central Venstian
dome rises more than a hundred feei in-height and is topped
by a Greek cross which rises more than twenty feet above the
dome, It is & copper dome, supported by solid masonry, octag-
cnal in shape, and richly ornamented with elaborate capitals
in old-geold and white terra cotta set in Homan brick masonry,
The twenity~four arches of the dome's arcade are supported by
pillars of red terrs cotta, Four angle towers agsrve as but-
tresses and occupy the four corners of the transept; their
capitals likewise ure embelished in red and old-~gold terra
cotta and yellow bricks, after the Vénelian manner., The

bell bwers, at the front of the chureh,; are much lower, but

are more highly ornamented with intricate oven designs in

wnite terra cotta.

"The brozd steps of the front entrance lead through three
Venetian arches, supported by red terrz colta Iondec plllars.
These center in one hugh Roman arch marked off by 2 corbel
of Roman brick bencath & rose window of white berra cotta.
An oval mosaic in rich cclors beneath the crest of the roof
depiets a floral cross and the figure of +three doves and
completes the facade of the church.

"The interior is furnished with finely carved mahogany wood-
work from Santo Domingo. All the pews, panelling, and doors
are of this same rich wood, specially imported for this church,

“Prom the high vaulied cellinges hang double cruciform bronze
chandeliers of interlscing floral design. Bronze Venetian
torchiers line the aisles,
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"The floor ie of imported Siena tile laid in Venetlan pattern; y;-
relieved by twelve plaques of violet breceia marble symbolic o
of thz twelve apostles. '

¥The great Baptismal Font is one solid piece of Siena marble,
an unusually fine speeimen of Italien carving, It bears, the
inserivtion 'In Memoriam-~-F. H, B. to J. L. B.~-March 25th,
1889~-"1 will be a God unto thee and to thy seed after thee.m!
The quotation is from Genesis 17:7. The baptismal font is
fithed with a table top ai comaunion seasons and froem it the
Lord's Supper i1z served, The font thus aymbolizes both of
the Christian sacraments.

above the font is the carved sagle lectern; upon it is a
Bible of extraordinary size and design, its leather binding
richly ornamented with hand-wrovght silver cherubim and a
memorial plague, . . . The services of worship are conducied
from the leciern; the minister preaches from the pulpit atv
the side, its canopy simulating & huge shell.

"ibove and behind the rostrum is the beautifully carved cheir
sereen; from this loft the organ is pleyed and the choir sings.
During the service the choir is all but invisible; . . .

"There are three pipe organs: the original great organ, a
Rfooseveld, occupies the west transept; the solo organ in

the north gallery, and the echo organ and chimes in the south
gallery ares Bsbtey insgtallations. All three are played from
the four-manual congseole in the chodr loft., . . .

"The distinctive stained glass windows, repressnting the
several articles of the Apcstleg! Creed, were a special
gift of Mr. Flagler in 1902, They are original designs and
employ colorful symbels from church tradition combined with
symbols from nature. . . .

"0n the west side of the nave, bensath the windows ropresent-
ing the articles: 11 believe in the forgivences of sins,

the regurrection of the bhody, and the life everlasting! are
the bronze doors and marble archway that lead into the mau-
goleum of the Flagler fanily. IHere rest the mertal ronains
of Henry M. Flagler, pioneer developer of Florida, his first
wife, Mary Harkoeces, thelr daughter, Jennie louisge, and her
ba’hy- . ]

Prepared by John . Ponpeliers, archibectural
Hiztorian
FMational Park Service
Mareh 1965



